Vincent van Gogh: 

4 - Born in 1853 in Groot- 
Zundert, Holland 

4 - Was close friends with Paul 
Gauguin, another famous 
artist. He knew Pissarro 
and Monet 

4 - Suffered from temporal 
lobe epilepsy as well as 
other mental and physical 
conditions 

4 - In 1890, shot himself in a 
wheatfield in Auvers, 
France but did not die until 
2 days later at the age of 
37 

4 - In a short period of 10 
years, Van Gogh made 
approximately 900 
paintings and a similar 
number of drawings 


4- Sold only one painting 
during his lifetime (The Red 
Vineyard) 

4- Did not cut off his ear. He 
only cut off a small portion 
of his ear lobe. 




4 - Created his most famous 
work, The Starry Night, 
while staying in an asylum 
in Saint-Remy-de- 
Provence, France 
4 - Earliest career aspiration 
was to be a pastor in the 
Dutch Reformed Church 
like his father 


4 - Wrote over 800 letters in 
his lifetime, the majority to 
his brother and closest 
friend, Theo 

Source: Van Gogh Gallery, http://www.vangoghgallery.com 

Exhibit 

Prime examples of the work of 
Van Gogh are those in this 

exhibit (from back to front): 

1. The Church at Auvers (1890) 

2. Vase with Twelve Sunflowers 

(1888) One of four paintings of 
sunflowers dating from August and 
September 1888. Van Gogh intended to 
decorate Gauguin's room with them. 
Gauguin lived and worked with Van Gogh 
from October to December 1888. The 
flowers are built up with thick brushstrokes 
(impasto). The impasto evokes the texture 
of the seed-heads. 

3. The Cafe Terrace on the Place 
du Forum in Arles, at night 

(1888) Style unique for Van Gogh with 
warmth of colors and depth of perspective. 




First painting in which he used starry 
backgrounds. He went on to paint star- 
filled skies in Starry Night over the Rhone, 
painted in the same month, and his famous 
Starry Night a year later. 

4. Self-Portrait with Straw Hat 
(1887) 

5. The Yellow House (Vincent's 
house in Arles) (1888) Moved into 

house in 1888 and began his most 
productive period, painting landscapes and 
portraits. Hoped to establish an art school 
in house. 

6. Thatched Cottages in 
Cordeville (1890) 

7. Noon: Rest from Work (after 
Millet) (1890) 

8. Wheat Field with Cypresses 
(1889) 

9. Vincent's Bedroom in Arles 

(1889) His bedroom in the Yellow 
House, furnished with simple pine furniture 
and his paintings. Over the bed hang Van 
Gogh's portraits of the poet Eugene Boch 
and the soldier Paul-Eugene Millet. 


10. Irises (1889) In May 1889, Van Gogh 
entered the asylum at Saint Paul-de- 
Mausole in Saint Remy, France. Within a 
week he began his work on Irises. 
Influenced by Japanese works, the use of 
black contours in Irises is a typical element 
of Japanese woodblock prints. 


ll.The Langlois Bridge at Arles 
with Women Washing (1888) in 

February 1888, Van Gogh moved from Paris 
to Arles in the south of France, where he 
hoped to establish an artist's community. 

He began to paint landscapes and was 
extremely productive during this period. 


12. Starry Night over the Rhone 

(1888) This vantage point on the banks 
of the river was only a minute or two from 
the Yellow House that Vincent was renting 
at the time. The challenge of painting at 
night intrigued Van Gogh. The sky is 
illuminated by the constellation Ursa Major 
(the Great Bear). In the foreground, two 
lovers stroll by the banks of the river. 

Source of some information: PaintingAII Gallery 
at http://www.paintingall.com 
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"You must not take it amiss 
if I write you again - it's only 
to tell you that painting 
is such a joy to me." 
Vincent Van Gogh 



